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The Buncombe County Board of Commissioners respectfully requests
leave to file the accompanying brief as amicus curiae in support of Plaintiffs-

Appellants in these consolidated cases.

INTEREST OF AMICUS CURIAE

Extreme partisan gerrymandering harms voters in real, identifiable
ways. When government is not responsive to votes cast, citizens lose trust in
their government. Our Constitution protects citizens from these harms
inflicted on them by the General Assembly.

The Buncombe County Board of Commissioners has a distinct
perspective on the impacts of partisan gerrymandering by the General
Assembly. It and its voters are uniquely harmed by the legislature’s partisan
gerrymandering. By local legislation, the General Assembly has mandated
that Buncombe County’s Board of Commissioner districts follow the State
House districts in perpetuity. Thus, Buncombe County residents were subject
to unconstitutional Board of Commissioner and House districts in 2012, 2014,

2016, and 2018. They desire relief from gerrymandered districts in 2022.

REASONS WHY AN AMICUS BRIEF IS DESIRABLE

The experiences of Buncombe County will assist the Court in
understanding the intent of the legislature, as well as the harms that partisan

gerrymandering poses to our republic at both the state and local levels.
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Buncombe County’s brief comes from a unique perspective and does not repeat

arguments made by the parties to the litigation.

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED

In the accompanying brief, the Buncombe County Board of
Commissioners seeks to describe the pattern of partisan actions—and intent—
exhibited by the North Carolina General Assembly, both through local
legislation targeting urban, Democratic places like Buncombe County and
through the legislative and Board of Commissioner districts imposed on
Buncombe County. The Buncombe County Board of Commissioners urges the
Court to strike down the gerrymandered districts imposed on Buncombe
County.

For these reasons, the Buncombe County Board of Commissioners
respectfully requests the Court grant its motion for leave and accept its

conditionally filed amicus brief.



Respectfully submitted, this the 21st day of January, 2022.
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